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Mathematician by mind, sculptor by heart
Charles Ross

“While other creatures on all fours look down toward the earth, 
man was given a face so that he might turn his eyes towards the sky 
and gaze upon the stars.” 

--Ovid, Metamorphoses 1.84-86



2

E A R L Y  W O R K
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P R I S M  S C U L P T U R E
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“The Monument to the Third Internatinal”
Vladimir Tatlin 1920

earth to sky
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S U N L I G H T  D I S P E R S I O N

Prism installations projecting primal solar color events that evolve 
through the day in a living space.
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S O L A R  B U R N S

The opposite of the solar spectrum. Instead of dispersing sunlight 
into primal color through a prism, sunlight is focused through a 

large lens into a single point of raw power.
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S T A R  M A P S
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E X P L O S I O N  P A I N T I N G S
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Compared to Cai Guo-Quing
http://dailyserving.com/2010/08/cai-guo-qiang/

performative
Guo-Quing ephemerality, immeteriality

Ross  need to instantaniously createa art while working on Star Axis
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P R I S M  /  S O L A R  S P E C T R U M
P E R M A N E N T ,  S I T E - S P E C I F I C 

I N S T A L L A T I O N S

Ross places groups of large-scale Prisms under skylights and in 
clerestories. Each Prism is specifically tuned to the sun for a par-

ticular time of day and season. The spectrums continuously evolve 
throughout the day as they move through the space propelled by the 

turning of the Earth.
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exterrior images from dwanlightsanctuary.org
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S T A R  A X I S

“One can as well fall into height as into depth”
-Hoelderlin, Reflexion

Goal: build star geometry into the earth as space and form
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All uncited images in this presentation come from:

“Charles Ross the Substance of Light” 
by Charles Ross

Radius Books 2012


